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Phonics Workshop



+Phonics at Stoke Holy 
Cross Primary
In school, we follow the Letters and Sounds 
phonics programme. Letters and Sounds is a 
phonics resource published by the 
Department for Education. It consists of 6 
phases of learning for Early Years (Nursery 
& Reception) and Key Stage 1 children 
(Years 1 & 2).

It teaches children the 44 speech sounds 
of the English language through Systematic 
Synthetic Phonics Teaching.



+Phonics Terminology
Children are taught the following subject specific phonics 
vocabulary, developmentally, as they progress through the Letters 
and Sounds phases.

• Phoneme 🡪 the smallest units of speech sounds which make up 
words

• Grapheme 🡪 a letter, or group of letters, representing 1 sound

• Segment 🡪 to split up a word into its individual phonemes in order 
to spell it e.g. shop: sh-o-p, 

• Blend 🡪 to combine individual sounds in sequence to pronounce a 
word, when reading e.g. c-a-t = cat

• Digraph 🡪 two letters making one sound e.g. sh, ch
Trigraph 🡪 three letters making one sound e.g. 

• Split digraph 🡪 two letters, split, making one sound e.g. a-e in 
make or i-e in site



+Phase 1
There are 7 aspects within Phase 1. These are approached 
through listening games, sound walks, music, circle time and 
story telling.
1. Environmental sounds

2. Instrumental sounds

3. Body percussion

4. Rhythm and Rhyme

5. Alliteration

6. Voice sounds

7. Oral blending and segmenting



+Phase 2

Phase 2 consists of 5 sets of 
sounds:

1. Set 1 🡪 s, a, t, p

2. Set 2 🡪 i, n, m, d

3. Set 3 🡪 g, o, c, k

4. Set 4 🡪 ck, e, u, r

5. Set 5 🡪 h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss



+Phase 3
Phase 3 continues on with sets of sounds and also introduces more 
complex digraphs (two letters representing one sound):

6. Set 6 🡪 j, v, w, x

7. Set 7 🡪 y, z, zz, qu

Consonant digraphs 🡪 ch, sh, th, ng

Vowel digraphs/trigraphs 🡪 ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, 
ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er



+Phase 4

Phase 4 consolidates all 

that the children have 

learnt in the previous 

phases, segmenting for 

spelling and blending for 

reading in order to 

ensure that they are 

secure with these skills 

before progressing 

further.



+Phase 5
Phase 5 introduces alternative pronunciations for the following 
sounds/graphemes:

Vowel digraphs 🡪 wh, ph, ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, ew, oe, au

Split digraphs 🡪 a_e, e_e, i_e, o_e, u_e



+Phase 6

The focus for Phase 6 is on 
learning spelling rules for 
suffixes.

- s - es - ing - ed
- er - est - y - en
- ful - ly - ment - ness



+Segmenting

■ Breaking down words for spelling

cat 🡪 c  a  t

queen 🡪 qu  ee  n



+Blending

■ Breaking down words for spelling

c  a  t 🡪 cat

qu  ee  n 🡪 queen



+Tricky Words

How can I help my child learn their tricky words?

o Look, say, cover, write and check method

o Rainbow writing

o Writing in sand, paint, shaving foam or glitter

o Making a watch or bracelet that your child wears and can 
refer to throughout the day

Tricky words are words 
which cannot be sounded 
out using the sounds taught 
within phonics. These words 
therefore must be learned 
by rote.



+What does a phonics lesson look like?

Revisit/Review Quick-fire games to practise previous 
learning and to build confidence

Teach Teaching of a new phoneme or grapheme 
or phonetic concept which is taught in a 
multisensory way and may involve music, 
songs or a video

Practise Fast, fun games to practise the new 
information to embed the knowledge and 
learning 

Apply Saying, reading or writing words and/or 
sentences which use the new sound or 
word learned – putting it into context



+Year 1 Phonics Test

■ Takes place in summer term of 
Year 1

■ Consists of 20 real words and 20 
pseudo-words 

■ Carried out 1:1 with teacher

■ Used by the Department for 
Education to track standards over 
time, and therefore school results 
are not published

■ Re-sits in Year 2



+Reading everywhere

■ Reading unlocks the world for children.

■ Encourage children to read signs, labels, 
newspapers, cereal packets, 
leaflets…the list goes on! 



+Early Writing

■Mark making is how it starts…
■Drawing
■Sounds
■Words
■Sentences 



+Useful Websites

■ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s&s
afe=active - pure letter sounds

■ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_
qRRMUsGqyw - Mr Thorne does Phonics and 
Geraldine the Giraffe 

■ https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ - Phonics Play 
(games focusing on alien and real words)

■ https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ - support, advice, 
games, Ebooks...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw
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+Any Questions?


