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As we move very quickly to the end of term and family festivities begin, I wanted to thank all 
those people - our staff, children, parents, volunteers and community members - for all they do 
to ensure Stoke Holy Cross Primary School thrives, in spite of the adversity we are still facing.   
 
Thank you for all your care and support of our community, shown by mask wearing and 
arranging PCR tests whenever children display any symptoms. We hope we emerge from the 
cases we have experienced this last couple of weeks, to a place with very few infections in the 
new term. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Goodbye 
    
Sadly, we let you know that Mrs Medland and Mrs Sheldrake have left us this term. We 
would all like to say a really big thank you to Mrs Medland and Mrs Sheldrake, for 
everything they have contributed to Stoke. We wish them every success in the future.  
 
Hello! 
 
We are pleased to announce a new Teaching Assistant, Mrs Webb, will join us in January 
2022. Hopefully, she will settle in quickly and soon feel part of the ‘team’. 
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An update on the work of governors of the School.   
 
The governing body has new members - Mrs Greenwood became the staff governor and we 
anticipate welcoming Stephen Youngs as the new governor in the New Year.   
 
Unfortunately, we said farewell to Chris Boss, a longstanding governor and Aimee Atkin, both 
due to pressures of work.  All our governors voluntarily give their time on top of their paid 
employment and family life.  They support and challenge the School and meet together 9 
times a year, in addition to monitoring (virtually or in person as COVID restrictions allow).   
 
The governing body has met three times this term and following approval of the School 
Improvement Development Plan (SIDP), I would like to take this opportunity to let you know 
what governors will be focussing on monitoring this year.  There are five priorities: 
SIDP1: Quality of Education (Curriculum, core subjects)  
SIDP2: Behaviour and Attitudes (anti-bullying behaviour and attendance)   
SIDP3: Personal Development (Pupil mental health and opportunity)  
SIDP4: Leadership and Management  
SIDP5: Quality of Early Years Education  

 
In addition, at our most recent meeting we agreed to set up a working group to feed into the 
monitoring of the second priority.  This working group will comprise both parent, non-parent 
and staff governors and consult all the various stakeholders, including children.  The question 
we ask ourselves at each meeting is ‘what have we done today to improve the education of 
the children at Stoke Holy Cross Primary School?’ It is a big question but an important one. 
 
I take this opportunity to thank all carers, parents and extended family members who also 
help to improve the education of children at the school by working in tandem with our hard 
working and dedicated staff.   
 
May I wish you all a blessed and happy Christmas.  
 
Revd Lyn Marsh 
 

Chair of Governors, Stoke Holy Cross Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holiday Fun Programme  
 
Norfolk County Council Big Norfolk Holiday Fun programme is providing free places to 
families eligible for means tested free school meals, these places are available to book now.  
To hear more about the programme sign up here:- www.norfolk.gov.uk/ holidayactivities 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1st November – 10th December 2021 

Year Attendance Absence Minutes Late 

Year F 90.48% 9.52% 76 

Year 1 91.09% 8.91% 107 

Year 2 93.71% 6.29% 130 

Year 3 93.07% 6.93% 861 

Year 4 96.23% 3.77% 134 

Year 5 96.30% 3.70% 132 

Year 6 97.74% 2.26% 259 

Overall 94.15% 5.85% 1699 

    

 
 
Reporting an absence 
 
If your child is unwell, please report their absence by 9 am each 
morning on the automated absence line.  Please give their name, 
class and details of the illness, we will contact you to ask for more 
information if the message left is under the weather/feeling 
poorly!  Thank you. 
 
 
 

 
Books for Schools 
 
Please help us collect the tokens from the Eastern Daily Press and Norwich Evening News until 
Friday 31st December. 

  
Please give your tokens to your child, we have a collection box located in the 
library. 
Thank you. 

 

 
 



 
Wildlife Champion – Next Project 
This month I’ve made a bird feeder for the school for my wildlife project. I used old 
floorboards, a broken peanut butter bird feeder and an empty wine bottle and then I painted 
it with some leftover garden paint. 

 
Rufus has shared some photos of his recent homework project, which involved inventing 

a planet.  

 

Rufus has combined his homework with his Wildlife Champion duties and has built his 

planet out of bird food. He is going to leave his seed planet on the school grounds over 

the Christmas holiday period for the local birds to enjoy.  

 

 

       

      



 
 
Outside of school pursuits… 
 
We always love to hear about the children’s interests outside of school. 
 
In the past year Freddie has been racing his motocross bike around the country and by the 
end of the year he has achieved 3rd place overall racing for Norfolk and Suffolk. He was 
selected in October, to race representing Norfolk, where he competed in Oxford against 
some of the top riders in the UK. 
 

 
 
In addition, Freddie was picked for the "Riders’ Rider of the Year 2021" which is the highest 
award anyone could have received this year! 
Well done Freddie, this is a superb achievement.  
 
 
 
Leah participated in the Regional In age Level 5 competition in November. She got all the 
golds, and performed all her routines well and got a high score.  
You are an inspiration, Leah! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Please remember to book your lunches at least one week in advance, the number 
of meals ordered are given to our meal provider every Friday 
for the following week.  Meals can be booked up to 3 weeks 
in advance.     
   
Your account must be in credit to book a meal if your child is 
in Upper school.  Credits can be made by visiting the School 
shop on pupil asset and topping up your account.  If your child is absent from 
school, you can log in and cancel the meal. 
 
The pupil asset user guide can be found here:-   
http://www.stokeholycross.co.uk/wp- 

content/uploads/2020/09/PAParentAppGuide.pdf   
 
   
 
Free School Meals On-Line application      
      
If your financial circumstances change and you think you may be entitled to free 
school meals, please apply online www.norfolk.gov.uk/neo     Even if your child is 
in Year R, 1 or 2 and therefore receives UIFSM, the school receives additional 
funding called “Pupil Premium” which can be used to help pay, for example, 
additional activities.    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We Are a Nut Free School         
     
Please remember that we have a number of children with food 
allergies and so ask that no products containing nuts are brought into 
school. Please check ingredient lists on chewy bars etc. in lunch boxes, 
to be certain.                   

 Thank you.     
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School Association News 
Thank you for your enormous generosity in donating amazing Christmas 
goodies for the hamper.  Also, thank you to all who supported this 
fundraiser by buying tickets! 
The winners were delighted to receive their prizes – they will make 
everyone very happy.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the School Association 

committee and all their willing helpers, who enhance the school community through their 
input socially and financially. 
 
I wish all those helpers involved a very merry Christmas. 
 
 

Lower School Performance – recorded (link emailed to 
families) 
 
I hope you enjoyed the Christmas performances by Lower 
School, this year.  The children worked brilliantly, to learn their 
lines and sing their songs. I would like to thank all the staff for 
their fantastic efforts. 
We remain ever hopeful that we can perform to a live audience next year. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The Anna Freud Centre for Children and Families have many useful 
resources about mental health. Please visit https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-
mind/youthwellbeing/ 
 

 

Thank you to Reverend Lyn Marsh, Gary Watson and 
Reverend Rob Baker   

This term, the Upper School children have been able to enjoy, and benefit 
from, the hall assemblies delivered by Lyn, Gary and Rob.   

We hope these occasions will continue, in some form, next term.       
Revd Lyn and Gary have also been supporting the school with a Friday 
lunchtime games club for Y5 children.  We are hoping to continue this 
initiative into 2022. 
I am very grateful for the time given to the school for this activity. 
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Communicating with School 
 
There are several ways you can contact school. 

- Lower School children have communication books in their bags; 

- Call the school – leave a message on the answer machine; 

- Email the office – we aim to get back to you within three working days; 

- If your communication is urgent, please pop into the office to speak to our 

administration staff 

 

 
Closure for Snow 
We are approaching the time of year when we could face the risk of the 
school having to close because of severe weather conditions. The school 
does have a reputation for not closing unless absolutely necessary and 
this will be our aim, taking all advice that we can before making a 

decision. The school has to consider the safety of both children and staff being able to travel 
to and from school and safety when moving around the school site. Parents should also 
make common sense decisions about their local situation, once clear, if the school is open in 
severe weather conditions. If the school is to close in the morning, a decision will usually be 
taken by 6:30 am and the message will be issued via local radio announcements and the 
Norfolk County Council website. 
You can look on the Emergency School Closure website: 

http://disruptions.norfolk.gov.uk/nccclosures_schools.html 
The more difficult decision is if, during the day, we are advised by transport that conditions 
are worsening and that getting home could become extremely difficult. We wish to reassure 
you that any decision to close the school will not be taken lightly. However, we advise that 
advance, contingency planning, by parents, would be beneficial. 

 

 

 
 
Friday 17th December is a free non-uniform day.  
School closes Friday 17th December at 3.15 pm for the Christmas Holidays.  
Spring Term begins on Wednesday 5th January 2022 at 8.45 am. 

 

On behalf of all the staff and myself, we wish the whole 

community of Stoke Holy Cross Primary School, a very merry Christmas 

holiday and a safer, happier, and the healthiest of New Years. 
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What’s on the horizon? 

 
16th December Jack and the beanstalk livestream panto 1.30pm-2.40pm 
 
17th December Upper school disco  
 
20th December – 3rd January Christmas holiday 
 
4th January 2022 Staff Inset day 
 
5th January Spring term starts 
 
14th February – 18th February Half term 
 
4th April – 18th April Easter holiday 
 
19th April Staff Inset day 
 
2nd May Bank Holiday Monday 
 
30th May – 3rd June Whitsun holiday 
 
21st July Last day of Summer term 
 
22nd July Staff Inset day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 


