
Year 5 Curriculum Overview 2022-2023 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Key Person Greta Thunberg Katherine Johnson Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

English 

Poetry  

(I don’t like 

Poetry- 

Joshua Siegal) 

Diary  

(Escape from 

Pompeii)  

 

Formal Letter 

(Plastic 

Pollution) 

 

Non-Chronological 

Report  

Layers of a Planet 

 

Narrative  

Suspense (The Hand) 
Persuasive Argument 

(Goldilocks) 
Narrative –  

Adventure Quest 

Guided Reading 
The Nowhere Emporium by Ross MacKenzie 

 
Thief by Malorie Blackman Wonder by R.J. Palacio 

Class Novel 
To Catch a Thief by Dr. Mandy Hartly 

 
The Blurred Man by Anthony Horowitz The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe C.S Lewis 
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Science 

Scientists and 

Inventors 

 

What major 

discoveries have a 

range of scientists and 

inventors made? 

 

Properties and Changes 

in materials 

 

How are different 

materials suited to 

their purpose?  

Earth and Space 

 

How does the rotation 

of the Earth create 

day and night? 

Key Person: Katherine 

Johnson 

Forces 

 

How can slow down or 

speed up the forces 

working on an object?  

Reproductive Cycles in 

Animals and Humans 

 

What changes take 

place in animals and 

humans during 

puberty?  

Working Scientifically 

 

How can I present data 

from experiments in 

different ways? 

Computing 

E-Safety 

 

(Think before you 

share) 

 

Sharing Information 

 

Can I describe how 

search engines select 

results and explain how 

they are ranked? 

Flat-file Database 

 

Can I combine grouping 

and sorting to answer 

specific questions? 

Creating Media (Vector 

Drawing)  

 

Can I create a vector 

drawing by combining 

shapes and use tools to 

achieve a desired 

effect? 

Scratch: Selection in quizzes  

 

Can I create a program with different outcomes 

using selection? 



History 

 The Romans  

 

How did the Romans’ significant engineering feats 

impact the world we live in now?  

 

Yr1: Local Study (Geography) 

Yr4: Europe (Geography) 

Yr5: Bridges (DT) 

 

The Anglo-Saxons and Vikings  

 

How and why did they invade and settle in 

Britain? 

 

Yr4: Europe (Geography) 

Yr4: Guided Reading (HTTYD) 

Yr5: Beowulf (English) 

 

Geography 

Our Planet (mountains 

and volcanoes)  

 

How do natural hazards 

shape the physical 

world in which we live 

today? 

 

Yr6: The Americas 

(Geography) 

Yr5: Earth & Space 

(Science) 

Yr5: Non-Chronological 

Reports (English) 

The Environment  

 

What changes do we 

need to make now to 

ensure the 

sustainability of 

Earth? 

 

Yr2: The Environment 

(Science) 

Yr5: Scientists and 

Inventors (Science) 

Yr5: Writing 

persuasive letters 

(English) 

 

Key person: Greta 

Thunberg 

 

 

 

Art 

Painting and Mixed Media-Contrasting Colours 

 

What was unusual about the colours Hockney 

used in his landscape paintings? 

Drawing - I need Space 

 

How was the ‘space race’ shown through popular 

art and design? 

 

 

Sculpture and 3D- Interactive Installation 

 

How can everyday objects be adapted to make 

them interesting for the viewer? 

DT 

Mechanisms - Pop-up books 

 

How can paper-based mechanisms create 

entertainment value? 

 

Food – Bread 

 

Why is yeast used in bread making? 

 

Structures – Bridges 

 

How can we ensure a bridge is strong enough to 

bear weight? 

 

Key person: Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

 



RE 

Sikhism  

 

How far would a Sikh 

go for his/her religion? 

Christianity  

 

Is the Christmas story 

true? 

Hinduism  

 

How can Brahman be 

everywhere and in 

everything? 

Christianity  

 

Did God intend Jesus 

to be crucified and if 

so was Jesus aware of 

this? 

Hinduism  

 

Do beliefs in karma, 

samsara and moksha 

help Hindus lead good 

lives? 

Christianity  

 

What is the best way 

for a Christian to show 

commitment to God? 

French 

Meet my French family 

 

 

 

 

 

Space exploration – in 

French 

 

What are the 

similarities and 

differences between 

the two planets? 

Shopping in France 

 

What’s on the shopping 

list today? 

French Speaking World 

 

Where in the world is 

French spoken? 

Verbs in a French week 

 

How are the verbs ‘to 

have’ and ‘to be’ 

irregular? 

French monster pets 

 

Is it il or elle, un or 

une? How would you 

describe your family? 

PSHE 

Me and My 

Relationships 

 

What are the qualities 

of a good friend and 

how are these linked to 

respect? 

 

 

Valuing Difference 

 

What is mutual respect 

and how can we 

demonstrate it in our 

society? 

 

Keeping Myself Safe 

 

What are some effects 

and risks of using legal 

and illegal drugs? 

Rights and 

Responsibilities 

 

What might make it 
difficult to carry out our 
responsibilities and 
what impact does this 
have on other people? 

 

Being My Best (Healthy 

Body; Healthy Mind) 

 

How can we build 

resilience and take 

positive action to help 

us through changing, 

challenging or difficult 

times? 

Growing and Changing 

 

What can help us with 

the physical and 

emotional changes of 

puberty? 

PE and Games 
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Football 

Can I control a football whilst moving at 

different speeds? 

Yoga 

Can I demonstrate exercises which strengthen 

my core? 

Leadership 

Can I organise and lead playtime games for 

younger children? 

 


