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Learning a foreign language is part of the primary National Curriculum and is a requirement 

for all children within Key Stage 2.  Stoke Holy Cross Primary School has adopted a whole 

school approach to the teaching of French to all KS2 children. 

The significance of Primary Languages 

 “In the knowledge society of the 21st century, language competence and intercultural 

understanding are not optional extras, they are an essential part of being a citizen. 

Language skills are also vital in improving understanding between people here and in the 

wider world, and in supporting global citizenship by breaking down barriers of ignorance and 

suspicion between nations. Learning other languages gives us insight into the people, 

culture and traditions of other countries, and helps us to understand our own language and 

culture.” (Languages for All: Languages for Life – DfES 2002) 

Intent 

At Stoke Holy Cross Primary, we aim to develop children that are interested in the world 

around them; appreciating, respecting and interacting with other cultures.  Learning about 

other countries and languages allows us to participate and communicate in the global 

environment socially, culturally and economically.  The rise of international commerce 

means that pupils need to be equipped with the skills needed by the global workplace. The 

choice of which language to teach is secondary to the lifelong language learning skills that 

the pupils will be encouraged to develop. Increased capability in the use of foreign 

languages promotes independence, confidence and encourages diversity within society. 

Stoke Holy Cross Primary follows the Language Angels scheme of work and resources to 

ensure we offer a relevant, broad and ambitious foreign languages curriculum that will 

inspire and excite using a wide variety of topics and themes.  All pupils will be expected to 

achieve their potential by encouraging high expectations and excellent standards in their 

foreign language learning – the ultimate aim being that pupils will feel willing and able to 

continue studying foreign languages beyond key stage 2.  

As a school, we have chosen to focus on French as our primary language as it is the main 

first foreign language studied at our feeder high school.  It is also a language spoken in 28 

countries across the globe.  By focusing on one primary language, we feel the children are 

able to ‘make substantial progress in one language’ by the end of key stage 2. (Languages 

Programme of Study KS2 – DfE) 

Aims 

At Stoke Holy Cross, we teach Primary Languages in order: 

 To become familiar with the sounds and written form of a new language.  

 To develop linguistic skills.  

 To understand and communicate in a new language.  

 To make comparisons between English and other languages.  

 To increase cultural awareness by learning about different countries.  

 To develop a positive attitude towards language learning. 

 To develop confidence and competence to understand what they hear and read, and 

to express themselves in speech and writing.  

 To transfer to High School with a sound knowledge and understanding of an 

alternative language. 
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Implementation 

Our planning refers to the Languages Programme of Study KS2 (DfE) which provides 

guidance for the implementation of primary languages in schools. The guidance ensures 

continuity and progression across KS2 in terms of requirements and coverage.  

Children will progressively acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary, language 

skills and grammatical knowledge organised around age-appropriate topics and themes – 

building blocks of language into more complex, fluent and authentic language. 

We will help children develop and demonstrate progress in the five key language skills 

necessary for learning French; 

 Speaking 

 Listening 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Grammar 

Within our scheme of work, the children will spend time learning phonic skills, identifying 

cognates and using bilingual dictionaries.  These skills will allow the children to develop 

confidence and independence in reading, speaking and understanding texts in French.  

In addition to the distinct subject time allocation, opportunities are also identified for 

developing language-learning skills intercultural understanding.  We have found that there 

are opportunities for children to practise their newly acquired PL skills within the classroom, 

across the curriculum and in assemblies. Registration, school labels and maintaining a class 

calendar and weather chart, can and are often used to practise the target foreign language. 

Topics throughout the school also often include opportunities to learn about other countries 

and cultures. 

Teaching and Learning  

Our philosophy on teaching and learning is encapsulated in our Teaching and Learning 

Policy, to which reference should be made.  

  A multi-sensory approach to lesson delivery.  

 Regular revisiting and practising of previous lessons phonics, vocabulary and 

grammar. 

 Whole-class teaching methods, enquiry based group work, individual, pair, class and 

group work.  

 In our teaching. we will provide enjoyment and stimulation through games, puzzles, 

songs, drama and stories. (The Language Angels scheme provides regular 

opportunities for children to practise their language vocabulary, phonics and skills 

through interactive games and songs) 

 We will support learning through regular routines, such as greetings. 

 We will develop communication strategies through visuals, actions, gestures, 

classroom labels and computing activities. 

 We will give the children opportunities to interact with language and with other people 

through responding to songs, rhymes, stories and video clips to hear authentic native 

speakers.  

 Where possible, we will make links with other areas of the curriculum.  
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Impact 

Many children at primary school age have a great capacity to acquire new language skills.  

They are inquisitive and are less self-conscious about experimenting with speaking in a 

different language.  Our curriculum allows children to develop knowledge of French 

vocabulary and key words and phrases.  However, the knowledge, skills and understanding 

that they gain can also have a positive impact on their understanding in other areas of the 

curriculum.  Learning another language can make a major contribution to the development of 

children’s oracy and literacy.  It can help children to make comparisons between language 

systems, (such as phonics, grammar and sentence structure) but similarities will also raise 

discussion of how the English language has evolved.   It helps to develop their 

understanding of their own culture and those of others. Language can also be a significant 

key to individual identity and community, and learning another language can do a great deal 

to shape children’s ideas in this critical area as well as giving them a new perspective on 

their own language. 

By the time our children reach secondary school, they will have developed basic knowledge 

and skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing in French.  This will help to continue 

their further study of French but many of these skills are applicable to their study of other 

languages too.  Some children will find that learning a secondary language allows them 

access to study great works of literature, art or world history.  Some will find that it widens 

their travel or employment opportunities.  Regardless, we aim to foster enthusiastic learners 

and to develop positive attitudes to language learning throughout life.  

Resources  

We have a range of resources provided through the Language Angels scheme of work, 

along with French flashcards, games, picture books, maps, dictionaries and 

calendar/weather charts (KS2 classrooms).  The internet, interactive whiteboards, Chrome 

books and iPads are used to access interactive games, websites and videos to listen to 

native speakers and view real French school websites and videos.  Children are encouraged 

to share their personal experiences of other languages and cultures (family, holidays abroad 

etc…). 

Access and Equal Opportunities/Inclusion 

All children are entitled to access a broad and balanced curriculum at an appropriate level. 

Teachers include a range of teaching styles and groupings to allow all children to make 

progress. Every child should be given opportunity to develop their skills independently and in 

groups, enhancing their own confidence and self–esteem.  

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  

When teaching primary languages, we contribute to the children's social and cultural 

development. We also provide children with the opportunity to discuss moral questions, or 

what is right and wrong.  Children develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain 

their views on a number of social questions. The primary languages programme of study 

provides the promotion of fundamental British values.  They learn how to recognize and 

challenge stereotypes and to appreciate that racism is a harmful aspect of society. They 

learn how society is made up of people from different cultures and heritage and start to 

develop tolerance and respect for others.  
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Assessment, recording and reporting  

There is an agreed whole school policy to which reference should be made, and which 

recognises the importance of primary languages in school.  

 Teachers assess pupils continuously on an informal basis; these assessments inform 

the teacher of the pupil’s current achievements, and guide the teacher in planning the 

pupil’s future learning.  

 Two forms of assessment are available at the end of every Language Angels unit: 

~ Peer and self-assessment ‘I can do …’ grids 

~ Assessment worksheets which can be used to monitor progress across the 12 

attainment strands stipulated in the DfE Languages Programme of Study for KS2. 

 Parents are informed through the annual report. This shows whether children are 

working towards or working at the Stoke Holy Cross Primary age-related 

expectations.  

Review  

This policy will be reviewed by the Subject Leader as part of the general curriculum review 

programme listed in the policy review schedule. 

 


